A rare case of primary systemic amyloidosis of the neck with massive cervical lymph node involvement: a case report and review of the literature.
Amyloidosis is a term applied to a diverse group of disorders that share the deposition of amyloid protein in various extracellular tissues. Systemic amyloidosis may involve almost any organ system in the body including regions in the head and neck; however, neck lymph node involvement is rare, with only five previous cases reported. We present the case of a primary systemic AL amyloidosis with hepatic, cervical, retroperitoneal, axillary and inguinal lymphnode localizations, unresponsive to medical therapy and treated with a surgical approach followed by autologous bone marrow transplantation. We review the pertinent literature with exclusive attention to the otorhinolaryngologic aspect.